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Introduction

We are hosting you for an evening of
discussions and hands-on experiments
bridging topics of traditional fermentation
(cheese making) and modern biotech tools of
gene-editing (eg. the CRISPR-Cas9 system).
Chrisper-Chasli is an attempt to demystify
the current hype around gene-editing
technologies and speculate about how we
can integrate them into public use, play, food
and games for a better world.
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Traditionally cheese is made from cow milk and curdled using rennet,
an enzyme (chymosin) extracted from the cow’s stomach. Enzymes
such as the chymosin or the Cas9 molecules, the latter is the current
superstar in gene-editing, are nowadays produced recombinantly in
other easy-to-use lifeforms. This means the gene for the enzyme has

" been inserted into so called “cell-factories”, like yeasts or bacteria,

which then expresses and produces large quantities of it.



